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Sky Soldiers and Families, 

Welcome to The Herd! We are the U.S. Army’s Contingency Response Force in 
Europe and Africa. It’s an honor to have you and your family join our elite team. 
Command Sergeant Major Peterson and I share over 40 years of service to our Army 
and can unequivocally attest: there is no place like the 173rd Mobile Brigade 
Combat Team (Airborne). This assignment will be challenging, fast-paced, and 
incredibly rewarding. Our top priority is ensuring your transition here is smooth, 
professional, and successful. 

Who We Are … 

The 173rd Mobile Brigade Combat Team is the US Army’s conventional, high-
readiness, flexible, interoperable force of choice to address emergent threats in Europe 
and Africa. Alongside our NATO Allies and partners, we sharpen readiness and build 
trust with every jump, every rep, and every mission. You’ll be assigned to one of five 
battalions located in Vicenza, Italy, or Grafenwöhr, Germany. 

What You Can Expect … 

Expect a high tempo of airborne operations, field training, and live-fire exercises. 
At any given time, Sky Soldiers are operating in 9–10 countries. 

This Brigade has a legacy of winning in combat, from Corregidor to Dak To, 
Wanat to Zerok. That legacy belongs to you now. We honor the past by building 
disciplined, lethal teams who are ready to fight tonight. Your job here is to train hard, 
learn fast, and serve with character. 

Our paratroopers are physically fit, mentally resilient, and professional. They’re 
the kind of teammates who are expected to operate with initiative and succeed under 
pressure. We are masters of operating in uncertainty. 

Life Outside the Wire … 

Though contribution to mission success is incredibly important, we also 
recognize that strong families are the foundation of our formations. Whether you’re in 
the alpine beauty of Bavaria or the cultural heart of northern Italy, you’ll have access to 
world-class travel, food, and once-in-a-lifetime experiences. Use your downtime to 
recharge and reconnect. A resilient paratrooper is one who is grounded at home. 
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Next Steps 

For those arriving in Italy, you’ll go through a two-to-three-week onboarding 
process through the U.S. Army Garrison Italy. Housing takes time. Start early and 
coordinate closely with the Housing Office in Vicenza. Temporary lodging is available at 
the Ederle Inn near the in-processing center. 

For those assigned to Germany, in-processing is coordinated through U.S. Army 
Garrison Bavaria. Lodging is available on Tower Barracks at Grafenwöhr, but reserve 
early because space is limited. 

For both locations, bring your tourist passport. Many countries in Europe require 
it for travel outside official duties. 

Stay Informed 

Follow us online. The 173rd Airborne Brigade is active on Facebook, Instagram, 
X (Twitter), YouTube, and our official website. You’ll get a real-time glimpse into what 
readiness and discipline look like in action. 

Need Help? 

If you have questions, our Reception, Staging, Onward Movement, and 
Integration (RSOI) team stands ready to assist at +39-342-519-8486/DSN 314- 646- 
5130. Get in touch with our sponsorship team at usarmy.usag-italy.173-abn- 
bde.list.sponsorship@army.mil. The staff duty number for 3rd Battalion, 504th Infantry 
Regiment in Germany is 011-49-09641-83-3475. The number to call 4th Battalion, 319th 
Field Artillery Regiment in Grafenwöhr is 011-49-9641-83-3305. Check our contact us 
page for more details. 

Final Word 

This assignment will demand your best and give you more in return. Show up 
ready to learn, lead, and live the standard. We are HONORED to have you on the 
team. 

Sky Soldiers! 

COL Mark E. Bush 
Bayonet 6 

CSM Joshua J. Peterson 
Bayonet 7 
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